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GIS VIEWER:  Staff was instrumental in the development and implementation of the 
GISviewer system.  This was used during the Region’s response to the West Fertilizer Explosion 
to provide a common operational picture.   

 

West Fertilizer Explosion, West, Texas:  On April 17, 2013 a fire and explosion occurred at 
the West Fertilizer plant causing 15 deaths and multiple injuries.  The West Fertilizer facility 
consisted mainly of anhydrous ammonia, ammonia nitrate, and other various agricultural 
chemicals. The explosion impacted ½ mile radius destroying residential homes, an apartment 
complex, a nursing home, and several schools.  The explosion also impacted the City of West 
utilities disrupting water and power service to the community.  This incident resulted in national 
attention being placed on the Risk Management Plan program and specifically, the lack of 
regulations on the storage of ammonia nitrate.  Additionally, this incident served as a reminder of 
the need to coordinate between, ATF, EPA, OSHA, and the Chemical Safety Board on this type 
of incident.  
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